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Pacifica Radio
AMERICAN WOMEN MAKING 

HISTORY AND CULTURE

“We just want to be treated as human beings. I’m fighting 

for human rights, not equal rights.” 

– Fannie Lou Hamer, civil rights leader in a 1961 Pacifica broadcast. 

Broadcasting first in 1949, Pacifica Radio preceded the advent of National 

Public Radio by over 20 years. The Pacifica Radio Archives (PRA), a modern 

unit of the Pacifica Foundation, serves to appraise, collect, preserve, process, and 

make publicly available the work generated by and in association with Pacifica 

Radio.  The PRA houses approximately 55,000 reel-to-reel analog audio tapes in 

its secure, climate-controlled space. Pacifica stations, program producers, and 

broadcast directors deposited the tapes at the PRA. Each of these tapes has an 

online description available via the PRA online library catalog. 

The American Women Making History and Culture, 1963–1982 collection 

includes holdings from the five Pacifica radio stations: KPFA in Berkeley, CA; 

KPFK in Los Angeles, CA; WBAI in New York, NY; WPFW in Washington, 

DC; and KPFT in Houston, TX. This audio collection documents the Women’s 

movement, or the period popularly known as “Second Wave Feminism,” from the 

publication of The Feminine Mystique (Betty Friedan, 1963) through the failure 

of the Equal Rights Amendment in 1982. The American Women collection will 

document the emergence and evolution of the Women’s movement in cities 

across the United States, as well as the unique role Pacifica Radio played by 
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providing a place for women to create and air programming that communicated 

the movement. 

This two-year project includes the digitization of nearly 1,700 reel-to-

reel tapes, and the updating of legacy catalog records through two levels of 

cataloging—edited item-level descriptions with standardized metadata, and a 

searchable online finding aid available at the Online Archive of California. The 

digital objects and records will be preserved long-term at the California Digital 

Library via the UC Berkeley Library.  Public access to streaming audio will be 

provided by the Internet Archive. Dedicated web pages on the PRA website will 

describe the collection and provide links to the streaming audio at the Internet 

Archive.  

Notable women heard on the audio tapes include Gloria Steinem, Angela 

Davis, Lena Horne, Maya Angelou, Alice Walker, Susan Sontag, Bella Abzug, and 

Adrienne Rich, to name but a small selection.

The writer Anais Nin in the studio. Comedian Lily Tomlin, courtesy Pacifica Radio Archives.


